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T  is  a  Teeming  Paradox,  that 
a  \ Thyjician ,  who  improves  his 
Rrofejjion  (the  Practical  Rart 
of  it  especially)  fhould  hazard 
his  Reputation  by  fuch  Im¬ 
provements  $  for  what  ought  People  more 
earneftly  to  defire,  than  that  the  Guardians 
of  their  Health  (hould  be  governed  by  cer~ 
tain  and  obvious  Rules  >  A  Phyfician  who 
hath  enabled  himfelf,  by  great  Learning  and 
Induftry,  to  remove  prevailing  Errors,  and 
convert  Doubts  into  evident  Truths,  is  juft- 
jy  intitled  to  the  utmoft  efteem  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  a  Confidence  in  him ;  fince  one 
falfe  ftep,  often  clofes  the  Eyes  of  the 
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fck,  and  hurries  them  headlong  into  their 

Graves. 

Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  Experience 
fhews  us  that  Phyfcians,  who  have  been 
the  mod  fuccefsful  in  their  Endeavours  to 
difpel  this  Darknefs,  and  chalk  out  plain* 
though  untrodden  Paths,  unavoidably  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  Calumny  and  Reproach  5 
by  which  means  their  Difcoveries  are  often 
difcredited,  and  Mankind  is  deprived  of  the 
Benefit,  which  they  would  otherwife  receive 
from  them. 

I  t  is,  no  doubt,  the  Intereft  of  thofe 
Pretenders  to  Phyfick,  who  make  a  Trade 
of  their  Profeffion,  to  guard  againfl:  that 
Veneration,  which  People  naturally  con¬ 
ceive  for  thofe,  who  eflablifh  a  perfect 
Practice,  or  give  us  more  familiar  No¬ 
tions  of  the  Nature  of  Difeafes  5  for  as 
thefe  Confpirators  againfl  Mankind,  have 
generally  no  Capacity  to  apprehend  fuch 
‘Difcoveries  themfelves,  their  chief  Fear  is, 
that  the  People  fhould  refort  to  the  Difco - 
verers,  and  intruft  them  with  the  Care  of 
their  Health.  It  is  therefore  very  manifeft, 
that  learned  ‘Phyjicians  will  always  be  fub- 
jeft  to  the  Calumny  of  thefe  Men,  as  the 
greateft  Obftrudors  of  their  Traffick  and 
Gains. 

T  h  e  Truth  is,  that  we  live  in  an  Age, 
in  which  Monopolies  and  Cabals  are  gene¬ 
rally  condemn'd,  and  yet  as  generally  en¬ 
couraged. 
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couraged.  Men,  who  defpair  of  fucceed- 
ing  in  their  refpe&ive  Profeffions,  by  fair 
and  honeft  Means,  have  found  out  a  Trick 
of  afibciating  themfelves  into  Factions, 
and  often  obtain  that  by  Numbers,  which 
they  could  never  have  acquired  by  perfonal 
Merit  or  Capacity .  The  great  Mifchief  of 
thefe  Combinations  is,  that  the  mod:  able  and 
ufeful  Members  of  Society,  commonly  fail 
a  Sacrifice  to  them,  and  the  Publick  fuffers 
for  the  fake  of  a  few  ignorant  Engrojfers . 

These  Arts  have  long  been  complained 
of  in  Mercantile  and  ^Political  Affairs.  They 
are  {till  more  unwarrantable  in  the  Liberal 
Sciences ,  which  will  always  decline  under 
partial  Reftraints  zvADifcouragements  s  but 
of  all  the  Liberal  Sciences,  they  are  moft 
ridiculous  in  the  Profeflion  of  Medicine , 
which  relates  to  the  Health  and  Lives  of 
Mankind.  The  whole  Merit  of  a  Phyfi- 
cian  confifts  in  his  exad  Knowledge  of  the 
animal  OEconomy  3  his  Penetration  into 
the  fecret  Caufes  of  Difeafes  3  his  Sagacity 
in  diftinguifhing  them  under  all  their  vari¬ 
ous  Symptoms  5  and  his  Judgment  in  ad- 
miniftring  the  moft  proper  Pvemedies.  Thefe 
are  Qualifications,  which  require  great  Study, 
long  Experience,  and  nice  Obfcrvation  $  but 
what  Encouragement  is  there  for  any  Gentle¬ 
men  to  put  themfelves  to  all  this  Trouble, 
when  they  find  that  it  will  do  them  more 
Mifchief  than  Service  5  and  that  a  Reputa- 
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tion  in  Phyfick  is  to  be  obtained  only,  like 
a  Place  at  Court ,  by  fervile  Attendance  on 
a  great. y  overgrown  Practitioner ,  who  both 
raifed  himfelf  to  the  Head  of  his  Frofefil- 
on  by  mean  Arts ,  and  is  fupported  in  it 
by  others,  with  the  fame  Views . 

For  this  Reafon  the  Faculty  of  Phy- 
fick  can  never  flourifh,  nor  the  Pra&ice  of 
it  be  improved,  under  Cabals ,  Factions ,  and 
Confederacies .  There  ought  to  be  no  Prime - 
Mintfler  in  this  Profeffion,  who  hath  a  Power 
to  raife  or  deprefs  whom  he  pleafes,  and  en- 
grofs  the  Lives  of  the  whole  Town  into  his 
own  Hands. 

And  yet,  thefe  tradings  exclujive  Com¬ 
panies  in  Phyfick,  have  often  proved  very 
fuccefsful  in  their  Impofitions  on  the  World, 
and  done  great  Prejudice  to  the  moft  learned 
Profeffors  of  that  Art  $  but  when  their 
Blunders  have  been  difeovefd,  they  have 
been  defpifed  and  deferred  by  the  very  Per- 
fons,  who  adored  them  before.  The  word 
Confequence  is,  that  fuch  Difcoveries  leave 
a  Blemifh  on  the  ProfeJJion  itfelf  j  for  when 
the  People  have  been  often  deluded  in  this 
Manner,  and,  like  Noah's  j Dove,  don't 
know  where  to  fix  their  Choice  ;  they  are 
apt  to  conclude,  that  Phyfick  is  only  a  crafty 
Invention  to  cheat  them  out  of  their  Money, 
and  that  the  Profeffors  of  it  are  little  better 
than  Imp  oft  or  s. 


It 


I  t  would  be  eafy  to  prove,  that  the  pre- 
fent  Decay  of  Fhyfick ,  in  it’s  Honour  and 
Efteem  with  the  World,  is  almoft  entirely 
owing  to  the  Arrogance  and  Infufficiency 
of  thefe  Cabals ,  however  able  they  may  have 
proved  in  deceiving  the  World  for  fome 
Time  j  and  that  People  place  all  'Difpenfers 
of  Fhyfick  on  the  fame  Level,  when  the 
Weaknefs  of  feveral  Combinations  hath  been 
difcovered  ;  but  as  this  is  not  my  prefent 
Purpofe,  I  fhall  proceed  to  evince  the  Truth 
of  my  former  Affertion,  that  the  mo  ft  learned 
Phyficians  are  always  moft  fubjedi  to  Oblo¬ 
quy ,  on  account  of  their  fuperiour  Knowledge 
and  ‘Difcoveries . 

For  a  Proof  of  this,  we  could  have  re- 
courfe  to  a  multitude  of  Inftances  5  but  we 
chufe  to  confine  ourfelves  at  prefent,  to  the 
late  Dr  Freind’s  Flifory  of  Fhyfak,  which 
was  evidently  calculated  to  ferve  his  own 
Purpofes,  by  flattering  thofe  whom  he  de- 
figned  to  betray. 

Dr  Freind  was,  doubtlefs,  more  learned 
than  the  Leaders  of  any  Cabal  in  our  time  5 
but  fo  far  had  the  Corruption  of  impofing 
upon  Mankind  prevailed,  that  he  had  little 
hopes,  perhaps,  of  deftroying  fuch  wicked 
Societies ,  but  by  their  own  Arts,  and  their 
own  Tools.  His  firft  Performances  might 
have  given  reafonable  Expectations  of  his 
Abilities;  but  as  he  found  fuch  honeft  En¬ 
deavours  at  a  Reputation  were  rather  hurt¬ 
ful 


ful  than  beneficial  to  him,  he  changed  hands 
and  gave  the  World  a  Hiflory  of  Thyfick, 
which  the  Majority  of  Phyficians  thought 
learned,  and  thought  it  wa§  the  Produce 
of  many  Years  ;  yet  by  the  artful  manner 
of  publifhing  it,  he  drew  in  the  Faculty  to 
approve  it,  without  confidering  the  End  of 
his  Scheme.  The  cDo£tor  affures  us  round¬ 
ly,  that  the  Phyficians  of  the  prefent  Age 
were  grcffly  ignorant,  and  that  they  had  not 
any  Notion  of  the  State  of  Phyfick,  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  \vc  are  told,  taught  his  Followers, 
that  Phyfick  required  Length  of  Time  to 
acquire  it,  and  that  a  Man’s  Life  was  too 
fhort  for  the  Acquifition  $  whereas  the  pre^ 
fent  Phyficians  had  inverted  theWifdomof 
the  Aphorifm ,  by  their  Belief  of  the  Eafi- 
nefs  of  the  Acquifition,  and  that  a  Mans 
Life  was  more  than  enough  to  be  Matter  of 
the  Healing  Art.  Nor  is  the  Knowledge  of 
thefe  Phyficians  more  than  their  Power  of 
Curing  :  for  Dr  Freind  again  affures  us,  that 
our  Phyficians  know  fo  little  of  Pradice, 
that  they  have  abridg’d  the  Materia  Medica , 
and  that  they  had  fcarcely  Tools  againft  any 
Difeafe. 

Some  few  indeed  of  a  diftinguifh’d  Cha¬ 
racter  in  their  Profettion  own  it,  as  we  are 
told,  to  a  Sagacity  in  feeing  through  the 
Foibles  of  humane  Nature ,  whereby  they 
could  form  a  good  Judgment  how  far  Man¬ 
kind  could  be  imp 0 fed  upon ,  and  never  failed 

to 
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to  make  an  Advantage  of  their  Credulity . 
The  Author  of  the  Hijlory  takes  care  tt> 
point  out  fome  whom  he  deligned  to  com¬ 
prehend  in  this  honourable  Account  ;  but 
I  will  only  obferve,  on  this  occalion,  that  as 
the  Majority  of  Phyficians  are  ignorant ,  fo 
the  fmall  Remainder  are  Knaves  in  Dr 
Freind's  Opinion.  The  Counterpart  of 
this  Account  is  the  Character  of  the  Dodor 
himfelf,  drawn  by  his  own  impartial  Hand  * 
who  is  Mafter  of  the  Knowledge  of  all  for¬ 
mer  Fhyficians ,  and  has  equally  copied 
after  their  Virtue ,  as  well  as  their  Learn¬ 
ing.  He,  with  great  Judgment ,  has  fa¬ 
thom'd  the  Depth  of  their  Knowledge ;  and 
has  particularly  regulated  all  the  Adions  of 
his  Life,  like  the  Mahometan  Aven&oar? 
with  a  conftant  View  to  the  World  to 
come.  Men  mull  then  be  depriv'd  of  Sight, 
if  fuch  great  Merits  could  poffibly  be  over¬ 
look'd  ;  efpecially  when  the  Knowledge  of 
Phyfick  centers  fo  plainly  in  this  confcien - 
thus  Dottor. 

Dr  Mead  (in  appearance,  the  great  Friend 
of  the  Hiforian  ;  and  who  was  often  call'd 
upon  for  a  Voucher,  when  Argument  and 
Hiftory  fail'd  him)  eafily  difeover'd  his  own 
Foible^  and  fuffered  more  by  the  Unfaith- 
fulnefs  of  his  Ally,  than  the  ignorant,  and 
far  more  than  the  cunning  Phyficians  for¬ 
merly  mentioned.  A  reftlefs  Delire  of  be- 
ing  eflcemed  a  Perfon  of  Learning ,  which 

he 
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he  would  have  purchafed  at  any  expence* 
fo  blinded  the  Doftor,  full  of  popular  Fame* 
that  he  could  not  difcern  the  Bait  which 
was  laid  for  his  Vanity.  Had  either  the 
Ghara&er  of  a  Learned  Thyjician *  given  in 
the  Hijlory ,  been  confider’d,  or  even  the 
weak  Defence  made  of  his  Book,  about  the 
\ Flagtie ,  been  underftood,  it  had  been  ob¬ 
vious  that  the  Character  of  Linacre ,  by  no 
means  fitted  Dr  Mead  >  he  never  having  been 
eminent  for  his  writing  in  Greek  or  Latin * 
or  for  his  employing  thefe  Languages  upon 
Galen  or  Hippocrates,  as  Linacre  the  firft 
Englifo  Phyfician,  and  Freind  the  Jaft,  had 
done :  yet  thefe  are  the  Qualifications  laid 
in  the  Hijlory,  and  which  Mead  took  to 
himfelf.  As  to  the  Book  of  the  \ Vlague ,  it 
was  lefs  defended  than  if  no  Attempt  of  that 
kind  had  been  made.  As  ill  got  Fame  gives 
the  like  Satisfatdion  as  ill  got  Riches,  Dr 
Mead  v/as  fo  far  ingenuous,  as  to  defire  a 
better  Title  than  that  he  held  for  hi sdijlin- 
guijhed  Learning  >  and  was  under  the  great- 
eft  Uneafinefs  upon  the  Account  of  any 
Drawback  made  on  that  Poffeffion. 

The  Character  of  Learning  in  a  Phyfician 
was,  in  this  particular,  made  fubfervient  to 
Views  of  private  Intereft  5  but  is  far  more 
glorious  in  one,  that  would  live  with  the 
lateft  Pofterity  :  for  a  good  Name  is  better 
than  great  Riches  $  and  as  Freind  was  am¬ 
bitious  of  a  lading  Fame,  fo  we  find  two 

contem- 
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contemporary  Phyficians  in  the  HiftoryJ 
who  he  thought  much  obfcur’d  his  Luftre  * 
and  are  the  two  whom,  he  attacks  with  inor¬ 
dinate  Fervency,  and  whofe  Reputation  he 
endeavours,  with  the  grcateft  Labour,  to 
deftroy,  even  in  Contradiction  to  him- 
felf. 

As  the  mentioned  Phyficians  have  defen¬ 
ded  themfelves  againft  the  Mifreprefenta- 
tions  of  Dr  Freind ,  and  as  I  am  to  make  no 
further  Ufe  of  their  Controverfy,  than  what 
ferves  the  purpofe  of  my  prefent  Argument, 
I  may  take  the  liberty  for  once  to  name  the 
Do&or’s  Adverfaries.  At  home  we  have 
Dr  Cockburn ,  and  abroad  the  learned  Dr/<? 
Clerc :  the  firft  as  well  efteemed  abroad,  as 
the  laft  is  among  the  learned  in  England . 
We  are  no  ftrangers  to  the  great  Friendlhip 
our  domejlick  Adverfaries ,  cultivated  for 
twenty  years  5  "till  the  following  Abufes, 
merely  to  eftablifh  a  fuperior  Charader  for 
Learning ,  render’d  Dr  Freind  infupportable 
to  a  Perlon,  who  had  any  regard  to  his  Repu¬ 
tation,  or  had  the  means  to  fupport  it.  In  the 
firft,  and  one  of  the  beft  of  his  Rooks,  *  the 
Doftor  afiures  his  Reader,  that  Dr  Cockburn 
was  moft  knowing  in  the  Animal  OEcono - 
my ;  which  is  the  Rationale  of  Anatomy , 
and  is  truly  the  Bafis  of  Phyfick  s  fince  in 
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it  are  laid  the  Principles  for  demonftrating 
the  Nature  of  "Difeafes ,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  that  Euclid's  Elements  are  the  Princi¬ 
ples  of  Geometry . 

For  the  like  Reafon  that  Dr  Cockburn 
became  obnoxious  to  Dr  Friend  as  his  Ri¬ 
val  in  phyfical  Knowledge,  Dr  le  Clerc  is  cal¬ 
led  upon  to  difpute  which  of  them  are  the  bed 
Writers  of  Phyfick  Hiflory.  Dr  Freind  ac¬ 
knowledges  that  Dr  le  Clerc  has  writ  the 
Hiftory  of  Phyfick,  beginning  with  Hippo¬ 
crates  and  ending  with  Galen,  fo  ac* 
cnrately,  that  we  find  amply  and  clearly 
reprefented  all  the  Philofophy,  the  Theory, 
and  Pra&ice  of  ancient  Phyficians ;  fo  that 
there  is  fcarce  a  Notion,  a  ‘Diftemper ,  a 
Medicine ,  or  even  the  Name  of  an  Author , 
to  be  met  with  amongft  them ,  of  which  he 
has  not  given  a  full  and  ex  alyl  Account . 

This  Chara&er  of  le  Clerc  %  Hiftory  is  eve¬ 
ry  where  agreed  to  j  but  for  this  Reafon  it 
qualifies  him  for  the  Attacks  of  Dr  Freind ; 
who,  lpeaking  of  the  Ejfay  for  continuing 
it,  charges  it  with  being  a  very  imperfect 
and  fuperficial  Performance  $  in  many  Par¬ 
ticulars  inaccurate  and  erroneous .  But 
Dr  le  Clerc  lb  far  defpifes  the  Reflexions  on 
hisPlan,  that  he  would  not  have  defended 
himfelf  againft  them,  if  Dr  Freind  had  not 
charged  him  with  more  Faults  than  he  was 
truly  guilty  of  j  and  in  his  Defence  candidly 
confefles  a  few  chronological  Errors,  which  he 
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happen’d  to  fall  into,  by  trufting  too  much 
to  a  very  good  Hiftorian  5  but,  at  the  fame 
time  he  fhows  many  Miftakes,  and  wilful 
Mifreprefentations  of  his  Adverfary.  From 
all  this  Tranfa&ion  it  is  evident,  that  the  De- 
flgn  of  Dr  Fremd’s  Hiftory  of  Thyfick ,  was 
chiefly  to  eftablifh  to  himfelf  a  Character  of 
a  fuperiour  Knowledge  in  Phvfick,  and  grea¬ 
ter  Abilities  for  writing  Phyfick  Hiftory  5  and 
fully  proves  the  danger  that  commonly  at¬ 
tends  thofey  who  endeavour  to  improve  their 
Frofejfiony  and  even  thofe ,  who  skilfully 
write  the  Hiftory  offuch  Improvements . 

The  Superiority  of  Knowledge  is  claim- 
ed  in  a  very  eafy  Manner,  that  is  perfectly 
well  accommodated  to  Dr  Freind’s  Genius* 
Has  his  Adverfary  contrived  ufeful  Medi¬ 
cines,  but  has  he  made  a  Secret  of  any?  why 
then  he's  a  Quack.  But  if  he  has  communi¬ 
cated  a  Medicine,  more  effedual  for  the  Di- 
ftemper  it  is  to  remedy  j  he  is  a  F>lagiary% 
and  has  ftolen  it  from  fome  other  Phyfi- 
cian.  Has  his  Adverfary  given  a  Method 
for  adminiftring  Medicines  commonly 
pra&is'd,  and  that  have  often  proved  fatal, 
with  abfolute  Safety?  This  is  a  Joke,  a 
mere  Project,  not  worth  confidering.  But 
as  this  Calumny  is  advanced  with  a  fhow  of 
Learning,  I  fhall  only  remark  the  Do&or's 
manner  of  proving  thefe  high  Charges,  and 
how  he  trufts  more  to  the  Credulity  of 
weak  Men}  without  any  Knowledge,  than 
;V  C  |r  t  Q 
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to  the  Strength  and  Validity  of  his  Ar¬ 
guments.  His  firft  Propofition,  that  an¬ 
cient  Phylicians  never  referved  any  of  their 
Medicines  a  Secret ,  he  thinks  is  evident 
from  Aetius  j  who ,  as  in  the  Hiftory,  col¬ 
lected  a  multitude  of  Receipts  $  particularly 
thofe ,  which  had  been  much  celebrated  or 
lifted  as  Noftrums.  Dr  Freind  concludes 
from  this  Paflage,  that  there  were  not  any 
Noftrums ,  or  fecret  Medicines  before  Ae¬ 
tius  ,  nor  in  his  days  5  tho*  he  allures  us 
that  this  Author  collected  them .  There 
wants  furely  a  great  flock  of  Credulity  to 
be  of  our  Hiftorian's  Opinion. 

AETIUS  has  indeed  collected  a  great 
number  of  Medicines,  that  had  been  Secrets  5 
among  others,  the  Doctor's  favourite  Fhi- 
Ionium ,  which  he  thought  had  never  been 
a  Noftrum 3  and  therefore  he  was  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Aetius  than  he  was  with 
Galen ,  whom  he  feems  never  to  have  read. 

But  to  do  juftice  to  the  Do&or,  fo  full 
Satisfa&ion  was  given  him,  by  the  Obfer - 
Nations  on  his  Hiftory ,  that  John  Baillie , 
in  his  Letter  to  Dr  Freind ,  or  the  ‘Doctor's 
Letter  to  himfelf,  at  laft  acknowledges, 
that  not  only  Ancient  Phyficians,  but  the 
Modern  likewife  had  their  Arcana  :  Whe¬ 
ther  he  thought  them  Quacks  too  he  does 
not  exprefly  determine.  We  muft  believe 
there  was  likewife  a  change  of  Opinion  in 
this  laft  Article :  otherwife,  the  great  Hip- 
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pocrates  muft  fall  under  the  fame  Condem¬ 
nation,  I  cannot  fay  juftly ;  for  the  cDo£lor 
had  taken  a  Grange  turn  to  the  other  Ex- 
tream,  even  to  believe  Legends ,  an  idle 
Story  of  A  Unarms  about  an  Arcanum  of 
that  Divine  Perfon  againft  the  Plague  j 
which  muft  have  been  a  Noftrum  with  a 
witnefs ;  for  it  muft  have  been  concealed  for 
no  lefs  time  than  1700  Years. 

The  Doffior  knew  which  of  his  Allies  he 
was  to  compliment  with  this  general  Dif- 
covery  of  N oft  rums,  or  ftecret  Medicines.  I 
will  only  obferve,  that  Mankind  in  all  Ages 
were  equally  diflatisfied  with  great,  fafe,  and 
expeditious  Cures,  as  in  our  own  j  and  1  ffiall 
produce  a  Proof  from  Aetius  for  what  I  af¬ 
firm.  This  Author,  mentioning  the  Erice- 
rum,  a  Collyrium,  allures  us.  That  he  had 
obtained  the  Medicine  with  great  Trouble , 
and  that  he  efteemed  it  a  valuable  Prefent. 
But  he,  likewife,  advifes  Phylicians,  not  to 
anoint  with  it,  till  they  are  firft  rewarded 
for  their  Cure :  Men  often  thinking  their 
Diftemper  flight,  when  they  are  quickly 
cured.  But  this  Advice  is  out  of  Doors,  if 
the  Phyficians  of  the  prefent  Age  cannot 
diftinguilh  one  Difcafe  from  another  ;  and 
that  they  have  fo  abridged  the  Materia  Me - 
die  a,  that  they  have  no  Tools  for  curing  any, 
as  our  ingenious  Hiftorian  has  affirmed. 


I  SHALL 


I 


[  H  ] 

I  shall  conclude  this  Head  with  an  Ar¬ 
gument,  in  *  the  Obfervations  on  Dr  Freind\ 
Hiftory ]of  Thy fick,  againft  difcovering  Ar¬ 
cana.  The  befi  natur’d  Men ,  who  have  tru¬ 
ly  at  heart  the  Good  of  others ,  are,  in  my 
Opinion,  mijlaken ;  when  they  think  fuch 
TDifcoveries  would  very  much  tend  to  the 

Good  of  the  World .  — - The  natural  Con- 

fequence ,  I  think ,  would  be,  firjf  the  Rum 
of  \ Thyjick ,  and  afterwards  the  Lofs  of 
thofe  excellent  Medicines  themfelves.  On 
both  which  Confederations,  the  preferving 
Inventions ,  as  Secrets ,  is  not  only  every 
Man's  Right  >  bait  is  highly  conducing  to  the 
Honour  and  Trefervation  of  Thy  feck ,  the 
greatefl  Blejfeng  that  can  happen  to  Men . 

The  Credulous  daily  facrifice  their  Li¬ 
ves,  for  the  Confidence  they  place  in  their 
hardned  Executioners;  let  us  pafs  then  in¬ 
to  another  head  of  Calumny,  contrary  in 
its  Nature  to  the  former,  but  equally  fub- 
fervient  to  fcrve  a  Friend,  and  to  befpatter 
an  Enemy.  The  having  a  fecret  Medicine 
was  lately  the  great  Offence ;  the  devul- 
ging  a  Secret  is  now  become  a  greater.  That 
is  not  all ;  the  pretended  Charge  muft  prove 
(Efficient  to  deftroy  the  Chara&er  of  the 
whole  Book,  that  mentions  the  Medicines. 
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I  n  the  incomparable  Performance  about 
a  Gonorrhoea^  mention  is  made  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Ointment  for  curing  a  S hanker  that* 
fometimes  attends  it.  For  fame  Years  this 
Ointment  was  a  Secret,  but  not  to  Dr  Freind, 
and  four  or  five  more  Fhyficians  3  yet  he 
reported  that  Fallopius  was  the  firft  Pre¬ 
parer  of  it,  and  confequentiy,  that  the  Perfoa 
who  claimed  it,  pilfered  a  Reputation  from 
the  former.  So  tenacious  is  the  Dodor,  that 
he  repeats  this  Calumny,  which  was  fully  an- 
fwered,  with  feme  Change  in  the  Hifiory 
of  Fhyfick.  He  wifely  avoids  an  Appeal  to 
Fallopius ,  but  contents  hirnfelf  with  ma^ 
kigg  Dr  Mead  anfwer  for  the  Truth  of  the 
Ointment  being  to  be  found  in  that  Author. 
A  vile  Office  put  upon  Dr  Mead l  and  whe¬ 
ther  he  would  affirm  againft  an  obvious  Fad, 
I  do  not  affert.  However,  both  of  |hem 
laboured  much  to  defiroy  the  Cho-rfaer 
the  Book  had  here,  and  all  over  Europen 
One  reproaches  the  Author  for  writing  on 
a  filthy  Subjcdj  both,  that  there  were  not 
three  Recipes  in  the  whole  Book.  Dr  Freind 
anticipates  his  Scandal  1200  Years  ;  for  it 
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would  more  naturally  have  come  into  the 
fecond  Volume  of  his  Hiftory,  where  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  Fallopius  3  but  as  that  Vo¬ 
lume  was  to  lee  the  World  a  Year  after  the 
firft y  they  thought  fo  long  a  Delay  might 
much  deftroy  the  Force  of  the  Calumny; 
In  the  Life  therefore  of  Aetins  he  under-* 

takes 
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takes  a  Difeourfe  about  fuppurating,  and 
difeuffing  of  Tumours  5  and  on  the  laft  De- 
ftgn  forbids  all  glutinous  and  vifeid  Medi¬ 
cines  5  and  in  recommending  Mercury  he 
thinks  Turpentine  (a  Medicine  every  body, 
but  the  Doftor,  knows  to  be  very  vifeid) 
very  proper  to  be  mixed  with  it,  in  order 
to  render  it  more  difeutient,  as  Fallopius, 
he  allures  us,  did  j  and  appeals  to  Dr  Mead 
for  the  Truth  of  his  Affertion. 

What  the  mentioned  Doftors  alledge 
of  Fallopius  is  altogether  a  wilful  Mifre- 
prefentation :  but  if  all  they  alledge  was 
true,  the  Book  of  a  Gonorrhoea  may  be  a 
very  excellent  Performance,  tho*  its  Au¬ 
thor  borrow'd  an  Ointment  from  Fallopius , 
which,  unjuftly  he  may  claim  as  his  own 
Compofition.  Here  lies  truly  the  Quarrel  * 
the  Book  is  good  in  the  Senfe  of  every 
common  Reader,  and  in  the  declared  Opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  of  the  moft  unqueftionable 
Judges  abroad. 

If  the  Book  may  be  depended  upon,  the 
Do&rine  of  a  Gonorrhoea  is  truly  medical, 
no  where  falling  under  the  Confideration, 
or  Pra&ice  of  a  Surgeon ,  unlefs  he  is  cal¬ 
led  for  to  apply  the  Ointment  to  a  Sh anker  $ 
the  Gonorrhoea  being  the  Corruption  of  a  na¬ 
tural  Liquor,  which  Phyficians  know  belt 
how  to  difeharge,  and  to  remedy  all  other 
troublefome  Symptoms,  that  are  the  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  different  State  of  that  Cor¬ 
ruption  1 
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ruption  ;  and  infallibly  difappear  in  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  the  general  Cure  of  it.  This  Truth 
is  fo  flagrant,  that  I  challenge  all  the  Sur¬ 
geons,  any  where,  to  tell  me  of  any  Symp- 
ton,  even  to  the  forming  the  Lues  Venerea , 
that  is  not  the  OfF-fpring  of  Errors  in  Pra¬ 
ctice,  and  not  any  diftinft  and  effential  Com¬ 
plaint. 

In  this  Cafe  Dr  Freind  is  employing  all 
his  Learning,  i.  e.  all  his  Eloquence  in  for-N 
ming  a  drongC^s?/  againd  Phyficians ;  and 
when  neither  of  them  are  able  to  fuppore 
him,  nor  give  him  a  Character  in  his  Pro- 
fefilon,  Phyfick  itfelf  is  furely  decaying, 
when  HE,  the  goodlieft  Branch  of  either  of 
our  famous  Univerfities,  mud  have  recourfe 
to  thefe  Arts,  even  to  tear  the  Bowels  of  his 
Mother  for  a  Living.  No  body  knew  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  Doffor*  that  the  Phyficians 
have,  at  all  times,-  given  the  bed  Accounts 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  $  and  have  contriv'd 
the  bed  Methods  of  curing  it,  and  con fe~ 
quently  have  been  the  mod  fuccefsful,  as 
well  as  the  mod  learned,  Curers  of  it, 
Befides,  as  Phyficians  know  bed  upon 
what  Views  thefe  Methods  were  invented, 
fo  they  were  not  only  the  bed,  but  the  mod 
common,  Curers  of  the  Difeafe  under  our 
prefent  Confideration. 

Had  Dr  Fre'md ,  fired  with  a  moderate 
Ambition  of  fuperiour  Knowledge,  endea¬ 
voured  £o  leflen  the  lingular  Efteem  of  the 
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Book  of  the  Gonorrhoea ,  fo  plentifully  be¬ 
llowed  upon  it  by  fome  of  the  belt  Judges 
in  Europe ,  it  had  been  far  more  excufable 
than  the  forming  a  Tarty  againft  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  it  and  all  Phylicians,  and  abetting  it 
with  all  the  Scandal  and  Defamation,  that 
the  moll  proftitute  Wretches  can  invent. 

The  Perfection  of  any  Performance  often 
draws  upon  it  critical  Reflexions  from  en¬ 
vious  Scholars;  and  if  the  practical  Part  of 
Phylick  is  improved  by  it,  there  naturally 
attend  fuch  Difcoveries  all  the  malicious 
Mifreprefentations  Craftfmen ,  who  live  by 
abufing  the  People,  are  able  to  propagate. 
The  Book  of  a  Gonorrhoea  is  not  only  the 
molt  perfeCt  Book  of  the  kind,  in  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  the  learned  and  famous *Dutch  Pro- 
feflbr,  Dr  Boerhaave  ;  but  of  the  learned  and 
eloquent  Dr  Lancifi \  Phyiician  to  Pope  Cle¬ 
ment  XI.  to  whofe  Induftry  we  owe  the 
molt  correct  Tables  of  the  great  Anatomift 
Bartholommis  Eujlachius  ,  for  as  they  were 
loll  to  the  World  one  hundred  Years,  he 
not  only  faved  them  from  deftroying  Time, 
but  reftored  the  Explanation  of  them,  after 
the  Original  had  perifhed  without  Retrieve. 
This  excellent  Phyiician,  who  has  many 
ways  obliged  all  Phyficians,  and  enriched 
thofe  in  Rome  with  a  chofen  Collection  of 
Books  in  his  Profeflion,  beautifully  depofi- 
ted  in  a  publick  Library ;  this  Phyiician, 

I  fay,  being  above  all  Envy,  has  candidly  ac- 

know- 
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knowledged  the  perfed  Performance  of  the 
English  Phyfician:  adding,  withal,  that  it 
was  the  beft  Model  of  Writing  on  Phyfick, 
and  that  it  plainly  (hewed,  that  ThyficianSy 
hereafter,  ?night  find  from  the  Symptoms  of 
any  Difeafe,  the  Nature  of  that  <rDifeafe . 
The  candid  Phyfician  does  not  fcruple  to 
congratulate  the  Author,  and  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Phyfick,  upon  the  Ufefulnefs 
of  the  Difcovery.  The  Letter  is  fo  true  a 
j Picture  of  the  Learning ,  Elegancey  and1 
Candour  of  Laneifi \  that  I  fhall  annex  a 
Copy  of  it  y  which  I  had  from  an  English 
Phyfician,  in  Naples ,  who  kept  up  the  Cor- 
refpondence  of  the  Italian  and  English  Phy¬ 
fician,  by  forwarding  their  Letters. 

It  is  both  improper  and  needlefs,  on  this 
Occafion,  to  quote  the  Opinions  of  other 
eminent  Ehyficians  and  Surgeons  ;  efpecial- 
ly,  that  the  Book  has  changed  the  Notions, 
as  well  as  the  Pradice,  of  Phyficians  all  over 
Europe .  However  it  may  (land  with  the 
paffive  Philofophy  of  the  Author  of  the 
Book  of  a  Gonorrhoea  I  (hall  not  affirm  s  but 
this  Ufage  of  Mifreprefentation ,  Slander , 
and  Defamation ,  ought  jufily  to  deter  every 
Dhyfician  from  producing  fuch  ufeful  Im* 
provementSj  in  his  Lrofejfion ,  as  I  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  prove . 

The  laft  Article  of  Calumny,  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Obfervations  on  the  Hifiory  of 
*Phyfick }  is  quite  of  another  kind  from  riie 
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former:  which,  befides  common  Envy,  feem 
to  be  fubfervient  to  the  Interefts  of  two  dif¬ 
ferent  Parties;  the  laft,  altogether  proceeds 
from  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Difcovery,  and 
the  Apprehenftons  of  the  juft  Efteem  Men 
might  conceive  for  fo  bountiful  a  Security 
to  their  Lives,  If  therefore  we  conftder 
the  Difcovery,  it  will  be  found  equally  to 
be  admired  for  its  comprehenfive  Learning, 
and  clear  Inftru&ions,  which  never  could 
be  attained  by  the  Experience  of  many  Ages. 
The  Pra&ice  of  ‘Purging ,  and  Vomitingy 
Medicines  was  as  univerfal  as  the  Effects  of 
them  were  obvious:  nor  were  they  always 
praCtifed  with  Safety.  This  long  Experi¬ 
ence  of  Medicines,  of  daily  Ufe,  had  not  in<- 
ftruCted  Phyficians  in  a  fafe  way  of  admi- 
iiiftring  them:  their  cDofes>  in  Books  of 
Fhyfick,  gave  no  Satisfaction  to  learned,  or 
honeft,  Phyftcians  5  and  thefe  Books  are  al¬ 
together  void  of  the  P>ofes  of  Infants ,  and 
of  Touth,  under  the  State  of  Men;  as  alfo 
of  Men,  in  the  Decline  of  Age.  What  then 
could  more  conduce  to  the  Honour  of  Phv- 
ftek,  the  Quiet  of  Phyftcians,  and  the  Safety 
of  Men,  than  plain  and  infallible  Rules, 
for  guarding  a  Multitude  of  Lives  againft  the 
unknown  Rifque  Men  daily  run  in  the  Ad- 
miniftracion  of  fuch  ufeful  Medicines.  Phy¬ 
ftcians  might  be  conduced  by  thefe  Rules  5 
which  now  deteft  their  faral  Errors,  chiefly 
pccaftoned  by  their  npt  attending  to  the  for- 
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mer*  Yet  both  Phyficians  and  Mankind  arc 
difobliged  by  the  Difcovery  :  for,  in  Town, 
the  firft  are  jealous  of  their  Fame,  or  rather 
of  their  Gain,  and  make  it  their  Bufinefs  to 
perfwade  Men  of  the  Infufficiency  of  the 
Difcovery  :  Thus  the  lafl  are  betrayed  by 
the  Confidence  they  place  in  the  former. 

In  1704,  when  the  Queftion  was  put  a- 
bout  the  due  ‘Dofes  of  ‘Purging  and  Vomi¬ 
ting  Medicines,  the  Variety  of  Cafes  was 
efteemed  infinite,  and  never  to  admit  of  a 
pofitive  Determination.  Some,  truly  great, 
Phyftcians  honourably  acknowledged  their 
Inability  for  folving  the  Problem  ;  while  the 
Learned  Members  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences ,  not  only  confeffed  the  infurmoun- 
table  Difficulty  of  the  Problem  $  and  rightly 
judging,  that  a  proper  Solution  extended 
farther,  in  the  Pradice  of  Phyfick,  than  the 
fafe  Adminiftration  of  a  Purge ,  or  of  a  Vo¬ 
mit,  defired  that  the  Solution  might  be  made 
publick  before  the  Expiration  of  the  Year, 
the  Time  allotted  for  publifhing  it  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfaftions  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety. 

There  goes  more  than  a  common  Af- 
furance,  to  the  defaming  an  ufeful  Solution; 
fo  much  wanted  by  all  ingenious  and  learn¬ 
ed  Phyficians,  and  fo  much  approved  and 
defended  among  our  felves,  by  the  late 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton ,  one  of  the  belt  Judges 
that  eyer  lived  in  any  Age.  But  to  juftify  the 
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learned  Opinion  of  the  Members  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  I  fhall  briefly  ob- 
ferve  fome  Particulars,  in  which  the  Truths 
of  the  Solution  extend  themfelves  thro*  the 
whole  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick.  In  the  Demon- 
ftration,  the  great  Variety  of  Changes  the 
Blood  admits  is  plainly  dete&ed  5  here  the 
Natural  Conftitutions  of  Men,  and  their 
Change  in  Sicknefs  become  obvious  and 
manifeft  ;  and  by  the  Table  of  T)ofes ,  the 
Change  of  any  Perfon’s  Conftitution  is  pra¬ 
ctically  fhewn,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Change. 
Men  then,  far  lefs  difeerning  than  thofe 
excellent  Philofophers,  mull  be  convinced 
of  the  great  and  extenfive  Ufe  of  the  Truths 
fet  forth  in  the  Solution , 

Nothing  is  more  publickly  affirmed, 
than  that  a  right  Knowledge  of  a  fick  Per- 
fon's  Conftitution  principally  conduces  to 
the  Cure  of  that  Perfon's  Sicknefs.  But 
Phyficians  difclaim  this  Knowledge,  when 
they  pretend  that  it  only  can  be  acquired  by 
being  converfant  with  particular  Men:  be- 
caufe,  nothing  is  more  obvious,  than  that 
natural  Conftitutions  change  at  fome  cer¬ 
tain  times  of  Life,  and  always  in  times  of 
Sicknefs  5  fo  that  no  Familiarity  can  either 
difeover  the  natural,  or  preternatural  Change. 
Now  as  all  thefe  Changes  are  manifeft  by 
the  Do&rine  of  the  Solution,  the  fagacious 
French  Virtuoii  find  their  Pretence  verifi¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  and  their  Expedation  anfwered  in  the 
Solution. 

Rash  is  the  Calumny  propagated  againft 
the  Author  of  the  Problem,  and  great  is  the 
Weaknefs  and  Credulity  of  Men,  who  readi¬ 
ly  join  in  the  Detraction  to  the  Ruin  of  them- 
felves,  and  others.  But  it  is  fomething  worfe 
than  Temerity,  for  Phyficians  to  credit  their 
own  Scandal  to  the  ruining  of  Men,  and 
hurting  their  own  Reputation.  I  mud  appeal 
to  thofe  bold  Detraders,  if  any  Candour 
could  lodge  with  fo  much  Calumny,  whether 
they  have  not  often  found  their  Sick  expiring 
under  the  Operation  of  a  ‘Purge,  and  of  a 
Vomit :  But  we  muft  not  exped  that  Men 
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fhould  avow  their  Misfortunes.  I  fhali  on¬ 
ly  inftance  in  one  Example,  that  is  too  pub* 
lick  to  be  either  conceafd,  or  deny'd. 

A  Child  of  fix  Years  old,  the  Daughter 
of  a  perlpicacious  Minifter,  was  in  one  Hour 
hurried  from  her  Play  into  her  Grave,  by 
a  vomiting  Dofe  of  fifteen  Grains  of  Ipeca • 
cuana ,  and  fixT ~)rams  oiOxymel  Gf  Squills . 
According  to  the  ! Tables ,  the  Child  had 
double  her  Dofe,  or  the  double  of  what  a 
Perfon  of  her  Age  commonly  takes  :  but, 
if  fhe  was  of  the  Conftitution,  that  is  more 
eafily  vomited,  the  Quantity  given  her  was 
four  times  her  Dofe,*  and  if  any  prefent 
Indifpofition  favoured  the  working  of  the 
Vomit,  the  Dofe  Bill  exceeded  on  that  ac¬ 
count.  Had  not  any  Fhyfician  better  con- 
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fait  the  Table  of  T)ofes,  than  to  live  in 
Terror,  during  the  Operation  of  a  Vomit, 
or  that  he  fhouid  charge  Nature ,  or  an  A - 
pothecary ,  with  this  Surprize  on  Nature,  as 
fome  of  the  fame  Pradtifers  call  fmall  Acci- 
dentsof  that  kind,  howfoever  criminal. 

I  would  gladly  know  of  the  moft  cre¬ 
dulous,  what  Injury  is  done  to  the  World 
by  rendering  Medicines  fo  much  ufed,  as 
\ Purges  and  Vomits  are,  fafe,  by  determi¬ 
ning  their  juft  TDofes  ,*  and  upon  fo  fure  a 
Foundation,,  that,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
Boundaries  of  Experience,  and  Reafoning  in 
Phyfick,  clearly  appear.  Nor  (hould  Phy- 
licians,  eminent  only  by  confpiring  againft 
Mankind,  complain  of  Tiifcoveries ,  that 
might  guard  their  falfe  Fame  from  the  com¬ 
mon  Obfcrvation  of  the  World  ;  and  even 
Phyfick  it  felf,  by  their  Mifmanagement, 
from  an  Imputation  of  its  being  precarious, 
uncertain,  and  void  of  all  Principles  of 
Knowledge. 

But  we  may  fee  how  Men  confpire  to  their 
being  abufed  by  any  Pretender,  who  will 
affume  that  Office,  by  the  Arguments  offe¬ 
red  againft  the  prefent  Improvement.  It  is 
demonftrated,  on  the  Solution ,  that  Pur¬ 
ging  and  Vomiting  Medicines  operate  in  a 
Proportion  to  the  Quantity  of  Bloody  and 
the  Squares  of  its  Fluidity .  The  Rhyjick 
Hftorian  pretends  to  expofe  this  Truth,  by 
alledging  that  Aven&oar  reprehends  Al~ 
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chindils  for  affirming  that  a  Purge  may  be 
fo  exactly  fquared  to  the  Confutation  of  the 
Patient,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Humour  to 
be  difcharged ,  and  declares  that  fuch  Specu¬ 
lations  contribute  very  little  to  form  a  Judg¬ 
ment  about  any  right  Method  of  Cure .  But 
this,  like  the  former  game  about  Fallopius , 
and  the  Ointment  in  the  Book  of  the  Go¬ 
norrhoea,  is  abfolutely  falfe  5  no  fuch  account 
being  in  Alchindus ,  or  Avenzoar .  Dr 
Freind  allures  us  that  Averrhoes  thought 
Avenzoar  a  glorious  and  an  admirable  Per- 
fon,  the  Treafure  of  all  Knowledge ,  as  well 
as  the  Supreme  in  Phyfick  from  Galen’s  time 
down  to  his  own.  But  this  again  is  no¬ 
thing  elfe  than  Dr  Mead’s  vouching  for  an 
Ointment  not  to  be  found  in  Fallopius • 
Thus  when  the  Proof  of  any  Fad  is  wanting, 
he  has  recourfe  to  living,  or  dead,  Vouch¬ 
ers.  The  charging  the  Dead  for  fupporting 
Falfities,  is  as  fcandalous  in  the  Hiftorian,  as 
the  Affirmation  of  a  living  Voucher  to  a 
Falfehood  is  ignominious  to  himfelf.  Af- 
ter  all  ;  Averrhoes  is  not  efteemed  by  Dr 
Freind,  who  allures  us  that  he  was  no  great 
Practitioner,  i.  e .  not  fo  great  as  himfelf : 
for  on  all  Companions  of  this  kind,  through 
the  Hiftory  of  Phyfick,  he  is  always  fu- 
preme. 

Were  wc  to  conclude  any  thing  from 
this  Manner  of  Reafonine,  about  humane 
Credulity  j  fure  nothing  is  more  liable  to 
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be  impofed  upon  :  for  if  Dr  Freind  ( who 
has  ftudied  the  Foibles  of  Human  Nature , 
and  can  form  a  good  Judgment ,  how  far 
Mankind  can  be  impofed  upon  s  and  never 
failed  to  make  his  Advantage  of  their  Cre¬ 
dulity,  can  impofe  upon  the  World  with 
borrowed  Titles  and  falfe  Hiftory  ;  we  mu  ft 
confefs,  that  Men  are  more  eafily  caught 
than  Mackerel.  1 

There  feems  to  be  nothing  new  in 
this  manner  of  treating  the  moft  ufeful 
Phyficians.  Hippocrates  complained  of  it ; 
and  "Democritus ,  who  had  throughly  con- 
fidered  Mankind,  had  not  overlook'd  the 
Fate  of  Phyfick  5  when  he  tells  Hippocrates , 
that  he  fuppofed  that  moft  things  in  his  Art , 
lay  under  publick  Calumny ,  either  through 
Envy  or  Ingratitude. 

Thus  far  I  have  confidered  the  Danger 
of  improving  Phyfick,  as  I  have  been  led 
by  the  Slander  in  the  Hiftory  of  Fhyjick ; 
and  the  Defence  made  in  the  Obfervations 
on  the  Mifreprefentations  of  the  Hiftory  $ 
and  as  I  have  fully  made  out  the  Danger, 
I  might  put  an  end  to  this  Difcourfe,  but 
that  I  think  this  Argument  will  be  more 
perfect,  by  purfuing  one  thing  hinted  in  the 
Obfervations ,  &c.  to  fome  greater  Length. 
For  there  will  appear  the  greateft  Envy  on 
one  fide,  and  the  greateft  Ingratitude  on  the 
other,  that  Credulity  itfelf  ever  did  admit. 
Befides,  fome  incidental  Account  will  be 
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given  of  the  prefent  Epidemical  Fever ,  not 
only  agreeable,  but  what  may  be  ftill  very 
ufeful  at  this  time. 

The  prefent  Fever ,  with  a  Variation 
in  fome  of  its  Symptoms,  has  now  fubfifted 
twelve  Years  y  not  in  England  only,  but  all 
over  Europe,  Few,  or  no,  Phyficians  fuf- 
pe&ed  the  reigning  and  popular  Difeafe  to 
be  a  Fever  5  Vapours ,  a  Nervous  Difeafe, 
and  fuch  general  Appellations  it  had  from 
fundry  Phyficians.  Others  who  difcovered 
the  Fever,  knew  it  was  the  Low  or  Slow 
Fever  firft  mentioned  by  Hippocrates,  and 
in  the  beft  Books  of  Phylick  had  a  place  a- 
mong  Fevers,  thro-  all  fucceeding  Ages, 
The  lad  were  reprefented  as  ignorant,  for 
calling  the  Diftemper  a  Fever ,  and  affixing 
to  it  the  name  Low ,  or  Slow:  a  Slow- Fever 
being,  in  their  Adverfaries  opinion,  altoge¬ 
ther  unheard  of  among  Phyficians,  and  ne* 
ver  recorded  in  their  Books.  Nothing  was 
thought  more  monftrous  than  calling  this 
Diftemper  a  Fever ,  or  confining  Perfons 
affii&ed  with  it  to  their  Bed,  and  dieting 
them  with  Broth,  or  other  liquid  Food  of 
good  Nourishment,  and  what  is  eafiiy  con¬ 
cocted. 

W  e  muft  not  wonder  that  this  Imputati¬ 
on  lay  heavy  on  the  learned  Phyficians, 
among  the  Populace  for  feven  Years  s  be- 
£aufe  it  was  charged  by  Men  of  greater  Cha- 
fafter  than  Knowledge,  We  muft  only 
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wonder,  that  a  Prejudice  taken  by  eafy 
Men,  fliould  ftill  remain  with  them,  af¬ 
ter  the  flandering  Phyficians,  have  both 
admitted  the  Slow-Fever  to  have  been  con- 
ftantly  defcribed  in  Books  of  Phyfick,  and 
the  Etiet  and  Management  of  the  Sick  as 
the  moft  proper,  and  beft  adapted  to  the 
Cure  of  the  Epidemical  Fever.  The  Ca¬ 
lumny  flicks,  tho'  the  detrading  Phyficians 
have  changed  both  their  Opinions,  and 
Pradice.  Phyficians  then  are  in  a  deplo¬ 
rable  Condition,  that  are  fubjcd  to  obloquie, 
for  at  firft  finding  cut  the  Difeafe,  and  the 
beft  Method  of  curing  it:  but  the  more 
that  Men,  who  join  in  the  Defamation, 
never  think  themfelves  obliged  to  repair 
the  Abounds  and  Injuries  they  have  given. 
Good  Senfc  fhould  lead  Men  to  confider  the 
Change;  and  good  Nature  to  make  Satif- 
fadion  for  the  greateft  Offences  that  of 
Defamation. 

Is  any  thing  more  obvious  than  that 
Phyficians  acknowledge  themfelves  feven 
Years  in  an  erroneous  Pradice  j  and  the  Bills 
of  Mortality  declare  the  Confequences  of 
their  Miftake:  for  in  the  Year  1723,  two 
Years  before  the  Change,  the  yearly  Bill 
was  3347  higher  than  in  the  preceeding 
Year,  tho*  for  fome  Years  the  Bills  were 
rifing  every  Year.  I  will  not  charge  thefe 
Phyficians  with  the  Ballance  of  Mortality, 
opr  with  what  has  fince  happened  in  the 
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Courfe  of  the  Epidemick  Fever ,  (till  rag¬ 
ing;  but  I  muft  admire  the  Credulity  of 
Men,  who  cannot  difcern  where  the  Repre- 
henfion  is  due.  They  might  have  feen. 
Phyficians  pradtifing  for  a  deftroying  Di- 
jfiemper;  and  yet,  after  feven  Years,  they 
confefs  themfelves  ignorant  of  its  very  Name. 
What  great  Hazards,  then,  do  Phyficians 
run  in  their  Fame,  not  only  for  clearing 
up  a  fingle  Difficulty  in  their  Profeffion  5 
but  even  for  difcovering,  at  firft  Sight,  a 
dangerous  Difeafe,  that  may  not  only  (till 
prove  fatal  by  its  Continuance;  but  by  its 
being  attended  with  more  violent  and 
mortal  Symptoms. 

The  Calumny  againfi:  the  Low  Fever 
was  carried  on,  for  the  mentioned  years  of 
Ignorance,  by  the  Officers  of  the  Cabals 
nor  durfi:  they  trufi  it  openly  in  the  World; 
but,  when  the  Fever  was  adopted  into  their 
Number  of  that  kind,  the  Detradion  muft 
be  continued  againfi:  the  Pradice  of  the  Fhy- 
jician ,  that  had  both  difeovered  the  dark 
and  obfcure  Sicknefs,  and  eftablifh'd  the  moft 
proper  Method  of  curing  it.  There  were 
Reafons  for  acknowledging  the  Fever ,  and 
others  for  keeping  up  the  Scandal  on  the 
Practice  againfi:  the  Difeafe.  I  fhall  firft 
relate  the  Objedions  made  to  the  Pradice, 
and,  after  confidering  them,  give  the  Hi- 
ftory  how  the  Slow-Fever  happened  to  be 
received  by  thofe  very  Meny  who  had  af¬ 
firmed 


firmed  it  a  Diftemper,  never  named  by  Phy~ 
ficians  in  former  Times,  and  altogether  un¬ 
known. 

Dr Freind in  the  Hifiory  ofFhyfick,  fpeak- 
ing  of  a  hard  or  f chirr  boas  Swelling,  is 
pleafed  to  compare  it  to  a  Slow-Fever  j 
and  tells  us  *  that  too  liberal  a  Ufe  of  Dia- 
phoreticks,  without  proper  Evacuations , 
renders  the  Blood  more  vifcous  than  it  was 
before ,  and  more  liable  to  Stagnation ;  and 
affirms,  with  a  x\  Anathema^  that  this  ill  judg¬ 
ed  and  prepofterous  Method ,  not  only  gives 
no  Relief  to  the  original  Complaints ,  but 
lays  a  Foundation  for  many  ‘Diftempers,  and 
perhaps  of  a  worfe  Kind ,  to  fucceed.  Here 
we  find  the  firft  Receptation  of  the  Slow- 
Fever  5  but  Hippocrates  tells  us,  that  it 
is  a  very  obfcure  Diftemper,  which  neither 
the  Sick,  nor  any  about  him  had  obferved, 
and  what  neither  Dr  Freind ,  nor  any  of  his 
Concerts,  had  hitherto  difcover’d,*  we  may 
fairly  queftion,  how  they  became  of  a  fud- 
den  acquainted  with  the  moft  proper  Me¬ 
thod  of  curing  it.  Men  mu  ft  be  led  by 
Symptoms  firft  to  find  a  Difeafe s  after  which, 
its  Nature ,  and  from  this  the  Method  of 
Cure  $  and  as  all  thefe  were  unknown,  we 
muft  conclude  a  Fhyfician  to  have  a  good 
AfTurance,  who  pretends  to  praftife  againft 
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an  unknown  D ifeafe ,  and  far  more  to  con¬ 
demn  the  Pra&ice  of  thofe,  who  had  difco- 
vered  the  Fever,  and  its  Nature,  feven  Years 
before.  t 

The  Charge  itfelf  fupports  what  I  now 
affirm  3  for  in  it  there  is  neither  common. 
Senfe,  nor  a  common  Tafte  in  the  plaineft, 
and  moft  obvious,  Parts  in  Phyfick.  If  any 
Man  is  ever  fo  partial  to  any  Adminiftration 
in  the  Cure  of  a  Difeafe,  he  will  readily  agree 
that  too  liberal  an  Ufe  of  it  is  always  im¬ 
proper  5  but  then,  if  the  Fault  is  in  overdo- 
fing  Diaphoreticks,  thefe  Medicines  in  a  due 
Dofe  may  be  the  moft  ufeful.  In  that  Cafe, 
the  Objection  does  not  affeft  the  Pra&ice 
of  the  i Phyflcian  whom  they  would  affe£t 
by  it,  but  rather  confirms  the  Goodnefs  of 
it. 


In  the  next  place,  does  the  'Doctor  think 
that  there  is  no  Evacuation  by  Diaphore¬ 
ticks?  If  he  does,  he  plainly  contradi&s  the 
plaineft  Experiments  of  the  Statical  Fhy- 
Jick  5  for  by  that  we  are  fore  (as  fare  as 
weighing  can  inform  us)  that  it  is  greater 
than  all  the  other  Evacuations  taken  toge¬ 
ther.  Now  as  there  is  a  Diaphoretical 
Evacuation ,  and  this  Evacuation,  not  too 
liberal 3  is  proper  3  this  Method  is,  on  that 
Account,  the  moft  proper  Method  of  curing 
a  flow  Fever ,  according  to  Freind's  own 
way  of  Reafoning.  What  he  means  by  the 
Words,  without  proper  Evacuations ,  is  a 
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Noftrum  he  keeps  with  the  greateft  Refervcj 
but  if  he  means  purging,  even  with  TinEtu- 
ra  facra ,  or  bleeding  $  they  have  not  only 
been  excluded  from  the  Practice  of  the  pre - 
fent  Fever  j  but  have  commonly  proved  fa¬ 
tal  in  the  hands  of  thofe,  who  have  perti- 
nacioufly  ftuck  to  the  Pra&ice  of  them.  The 
notable  ill  Succefs  of  thefe  Methods  hathju- 
ftly  made  them  odious  all  over  England. 

That  the  Blood  is  render’d  more  vifcous 
by  the  Pra&ice  of  Diaphoreticks  is  equally 
falfe  by  the  StaticalFhyfick ,  as  that  Diapho- 
reljcks  produced  no  Evacuation.  As  to  the 
Charge,  that  Diaphoreticks  lay  a  Foundation 
for  many  Diftempers ,  and  perhaps  of  a  worfe 
kind ,  is  altogether  the  Qtiackery  of  raw- 
head  and  bloody  Bones }  and  is  an  Argument 
that  can  only  take  place,  according  to  the 
Confidence  which  the  credulous  Sick  repofe 
in  the  Perfon  who  intends  to  frighten  him 
with  it ;  but  what  has  no  Foundation  either 
in  Reafon,  or  Experience. 

I  t  rauft  be  confefs’d,  that  it  is  not  eafy 
for  the  greateft  Number  of  Phyficians  to 
praftife  accurately  by  ‘Diaphoreticks  5  for 
though,  in  fome  fenfe,  there  arc  not  fo 
many  ways  of  erring  in  adminiftring  them, 
as  in  any  other  Evacuation  5  yet  it  is  very 
hard  to  know  when  they  are  not  ufed  libe - 
lyral  enough  ;  never  when  their  Ufe  is  too  li¬ 
beral  j  but  we  cannot  reafonably  expert,  that 
Men  fnould  give  Rules  for  Diaphoreticks , 

who 


who  cannot  govern  the  extream  Dofes  of 
\ V urging ,  Vomiting ,  and  of  Bleeding  j  “*  if  I 
may  fo  call  the  excejfive  Redding  of  Blood . 
But  let  any  Phyfician  be  on  his  guard,  when, 
at  any  time,  he  gives  laws  to  Diaphoreticks ; 
which  may  prove  the  Ruin  of  his  Reputa¬ 
tion,  and  his  utter  undoing  in  the  World. 

It  is  not  fufficient,  to  have  a  general  ac¬ 
count  of  a  flow  Fever $  but  all  Fevers  ap¬ 
pear  with  other  Difeafes,  and  are  often  at¬ 
tended  with  Difeafes  which  have  more  con- 
fpicuous  and  terrible  Symptoms.  Phyiki- 
ans  ought  to  be  able  to  diftinguifli  between 
a  Fever ,  and  its  Symptoms ;  more  efpeci- 
ally  when  the  Difeafe  is  very  obfcure ,  as  is 
the  Low-Fever  5  which  is  attended  with  a 
greater  Variety  of  ftrange  and  terrible  Sym¬ 
ptoms,  than  any  other  Fever  whatfoever  % 
but  which  cannot  receive  any  Relief,  other- 
wife  than  by  curing  the  Fever  itfelf. 

ABOUT  the  Autumnal  Equinox  (fays 
Hippocrates )  the  Son  ofE ratolaus  was  taken 
ill  of  a  Dyfentery  with  a  Fever.  Neither 
the  fck  Berfon ,  nor  any  about  him ,  for  the 
firft fix  days  obferved  this  little  Fevers  it 
was  fo  low  and  obfcure.  Tet  there  was  a 
great  Bulfation  of  the  Temples,  or  of  the 
temporal  Arteries  $  and  the  Tongue  was 
white ,  and  his  Drought  was  moderate ,  and 
he  without  Sleep .  Thd  the  Cafe  continued 
above  forty  days ,  yet  his  Heart,  and  his 
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Tongue,  and  his  Thirft,  perfevered  in  the 
mentioned  State ,  and  he  did  not  fweat. 

In  the  prefent  Cafe,  we  find  the  moft 
conftant  Symptoms  of  a  Low-Fever  to  this 
Day.  I  only  wonder  how  this  plain  and  ac¬ 
curate  Defcription  was  overlooked  by  Dr 
Freind.  The  Book  of  the  Blague  forbids 
us  to  expert  any  fuch  Difcoveries  from  its 
Author  ;  But  what  is  more  wonderful,  that 
the  common  Rule,  in  the  feven  Fears  of 
general  Ignorance,  is  altogether  contrary 
to  the  current  Senfe  of  Phyficians  in  all  A- 
ges.  Tou  are  not  Hot  ;  you  are  not  T)ry ; 
you  are  in  good  Temper  ,*  and,  therefore, 
you  have  no  Fever ,  was  the  common  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Town.  But  this  differs  from 
the  prefent  Cafe  of  young  Eratolaus ,  and 
Hippocratick  Phyficians  were  condemned, 
by  the  Bold,  in  Ignorance. 

I  must  next  obferve,  that  the  Obfcure 
Fever  was  attended  with  a  Bloody -Flux : 
This  was  obvious ,  while  the  principal  *Dif- 
eafe  was  not  apprehended,  'till  it  fell  under 
the  Obfervation  of  Hippocrates .  This  Blind- 
nefs  render'd,  doubtlefs,  the  Cafe  more  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  as  it  commonly  does  among  our 
felves.  It  is  certain,  that  there  is  not  any 
one  Difeafe,  in  Phyfick,  which  undergoes 
greater  Variation  than  the  Slow- Fever.  If 
a  Perfon  has  a  confuming  Btyalifm ,  or 
Spitting ,  it  may  depend  on  the  obfcure  Fe¬ 
ver  ,  and  withftand  all  AJlringents7  the  com¬ 
mon 
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mon  Refort  for  'Evacuations ;  indeed  the  mod 
regular  Pra&ice  againft  a  Ftyalifm,  if  regard 
is  not  had  to  the  Fever ,  is  always  inefFe&ual. 

But  here  I  muft  flop,  in  view  of  the 
Wrecks  of  great  Phyficians,  and  not  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  Hiftory  of  Miftak.es>  occafioned 
by  the  Obfcurity  of  the  Difeafe,  and  Ter - 
rour  of  its  Symptoms  5  becaufe  this  ufeful 
Hiftory  may  prove  very  dangerous  to  the 
Perfon  who  undertakes  it ;  I  fhall  rather 
briefly  fhow,  why  the  Slow-Fever  was  re¬ 
ceived,  notwithstanding  its  Naturex  and  the 
Method  of  Curing  it  are  (till  unknown. 

W  e  have  found  that  the  Calumny,  about 
a  Slow-Fever,  was  chiefly  propagated  in  a 
clandeftine  Manner,  by  the  lower  Order  of 
the  Cabal j  for  this  Reafon  there  was  not 
any  room  left  for  a  Defence ;  till  Sir  Richard 
Blackmore ,  in  an  open  and  fair  Manner, 
fell  foul  of  Dr  Freind’s  Comments  on  fome 
Books  of  Hippocrates's  Epidernicks ,  or  po¬ 
pular  *Difeafes .  Had  Sir  Richard  attack’d 
his  Adverfary  with  any  Temper,  and  had 
he  not  thrown  off  all  regard  for  the  Founder 
of  our  Faculty ,  fo  juft  and  highly  efteemed 
by  the  beft,  and  moft  learned,  Phylicians, 
from  the  time  of  that  admirable  Perfon, 
down  to  our  own,  he  had  neither  ex- 
pofed  his  own  Knowledge,  nor  undergone 
the  due  Correction  he  fuffered  on  that  oc- 
eafion* 
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Among  other  Proofs  of  his  being  a 
Stranger  to  the  Writings  of  Phyficians,  e- 
fpecially  of  the  great  Hippocrates ,  he  falls 
into  a  more  pardonable  Error,  about  a  Slow - 
Fever  $  for  while  he  magnifies  his  own  Ob- 
fervation  about  the  Fever ,  Epidemick  among 
ourfelves,  he  gives  an  imperfeft  Defcription 
of  a  Difeafe  he  might  have  better  learned 
from  the  Fhyftciany  whom  he  calumniates, 
and  at  the  fame  time  he  might  have  been 
fenfible  that  it  was  not  New,  For  the  De¬ 
fcription  he  gives  of  his  Hyfterick  Fever ,  fo 
much  refembles  a  Commentator  on  the 
forementioned  Hiftory  of  Hippocrates ,  that 
it  feems  to  be  taken  from  him  5  tho’  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  are  equal  to  the  Cafe  of  young 
Eratolaus. 

This  Defence  of  Hippocrates ,  and,  by 
him,  of  Dr  Freind’s  ufeful  Undertaking,  was 
fo  pleafing  to  the  ^Dottor,  that  he  forthwith 
took  a  Slow-Fever ,  into  his  number  of  Fe¬ 
vers.  Mead  followed  him,  and  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  Detraftors.  Freind  was  particularly 
delighted  with  Riolams  Comment,  which 
teemed  to  explain,  and  enlighten,  the  con- 
fufed  Notions  they  had  about  the  common 
and  Epidemick  ‘Difeafe  5  becaufe  it  better 
exprefled  the  Vapours7  Nervous ,  and  Hy¬ 
fterick  Diftempers,  they  had  grofly  concei¬ 
ved,  Hu j uf modi  Febricula  dignofcenda  pa¬ 
rtus  ex  languor e,  mappetentid,  corporifque 
Gravitate  quam  ex  vehement i a  Symptoma- 
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turn  j  it  a  ut  dicer e  pojfmus  hujufmodi  c/£- 
grotos  non  /entire  morbum  nifi  privative, 
dum  folitas  AEtiones  nonpojfunt  facile  obire . 

Now  as  Phyficians  have  both  embraced 
a  Slow-Fever ,  and  forfaken  their  Nojlrums 
of  proper  Evacuations  s  there  is  nothing 
left  to  defire,  but  that  weak  Men  would 
forget  the  unfavourable  Impreffions  made 
upon  them  by  vile  Slanderers ,  who  have 
now  become  Converts  to  Opinions  which 
they  had  before  induftrioufly  loaded  with 
Calumny.  But  Men,  I  fear,  in  Scandal,  are 
what  an  excellent  Author  fays  of  Fafhions  in 
fome  Churches  5  They  are  always  ready  to 
receive  every  new  Mode,  without  laying  afide 
any  of  the  old. 

By  this  Account  it  is  manifeft,  that  a 
\ Phyjician ,  who  improves  his  FrofeJJion  is 
fure  to  be  loaded  with  all  the  Calumny  which 
ignorant  Fhyficians  can  devife,  and  Men  fel- 
dom  fail  to  entertain  the  plentiful  Reproaches 
of  the  Detraftors.  There  is  likewife  nothing 
new  in  this  Treatment;  which  is  as  ancient 
as  the  Records  of  Phyfick  themfelves.  It 
was  the  Complaint  of  the  great  Hippocra - 
tes:  znd^emocritus,  the  wifeft  of  Men,  had 
obferved  this  Foible  of  humane  Nature.  The 
firjl  informs  us ;  that  Fhyjick ,  the  mod  ex¬ 
cellent  of  all  Arts,  was  become  the  mod 
contemptible,  through  the  Unskilfulnefs  of 
Phyficians,  and  the  Rudenefs  of  the  People; 
who  believe  thefe  ignorant  Men  to  be  Phy- 

iicians. 
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ficians.  'Democritus ,  indeed,  had  examin'd 
the  intemperate  Difregard  Men  commonly 
have  for  Knowledge,  and  as  hardily  obferves 
upon  their  Dealings  with  cPhyficiansy  as  he 
had  done  in  other  Particulars  inhuman  Life 
and,  in  his  Converfation  with  Hippocratesy 
thus  expreffes  himfelf.  I  very  much  fufpe£ty 
that  many  things  in  your  Rrofeffion  fall  un~ 
der  publick  Contumely,  either  through  En¬ 
vy,  or  Ingratitude*  for  as  foon  as  the  Sick 
recover  their  Health ,  they  afcribe  their  Re- 
covery  either  to  the  Gods,  or  to  Chance  * 
but  a  great  many  attributing  it  to  their  own 
natural  Conftitution,  hate  their  Benefactor  * 
and  hardly  forbear  thinking  themfelves  very 
ill  ufed  for  being  under  an  Obligation  for  fo 
good  an  Office. 


Dr  Lancifi* s  Letter  to  Dr  Cochburn2 
mentioned  pag.  19. 

EVolvi  opus  a  capitey  ut  aiunty  ad  caU 
cem,  &  quidem  famma  cum  voluptate * 
verfatur  enim  circa  argumentum ,  ft  non  ow¬ 
nin')  novum ,  nov arum  cert e  obfervationumy 
do£lrinarumy  ac  remediorum  acceffione  per  Te 
locupletatum ,  utileque  redditum  5  in  quo pr<e- 
terea  nec  lucidus  ordoy  nec  ftylus  elegansy 
quibus  fcripta  nofir  a  leffioribus  maxime  com - 
mendantur y  ulld  in  parte  defderatur ;  ac 

’  proindq 
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proinde  non  dubito ,  quin,  quod  tute  in  epi~ 
ft  ola  nuncupatoria  after  is ,  datis  al  terms  cu- 
jufcunque  morbi  fymptomatibus,  ejufdem 
etiam  naturam,  iifdem  plane  modis,  quibus 
Tu  ad  Gonorrhoeam  pervenifti,  facile  erui, 
atque  explicari  in  pofterum  pofUt.  Habeo 
itaque  quod  non  tibi  folumgr  at  tiler ,  fed  etiam 
univerfa  Me  dicorum  Reipublica ,  quippe  qua 
unico  ex  volumine  omnia ,  <vel  de  natura,  ac 
fede  hujus  mali ,  *vel  de  curatione  utiliter 
hauriet .  Sed  judicium  hujus  Comment arii 
fruftra  ab  aliis  expetis ,  cum  Tu  magno  in- 
genio ,  pr  a  clara  eruditione,  aftiduoque  ufu  do - 
natus  turn  fcribendis ,  turn  exponendis  libris 
Judex  pr£  cater  is  federe  pojfts. 

Accipe  interea  fpecimen  hoc  cum  bene  au* 
fpicata  nobifcum  amicitia ,  turn  candoris 
mei  s  &  Rem  Medicam  dociijjimis  tuis  labo - 
ribus  locupletare  perge .  Vale . 

Romse,  Idibus  Januarii 
M  D  CC  XVII. 
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